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CHANGING OF THE GUARD AT JAGUAR AND LAND ROVER 

What's ahead for  British brands? 
Concern ... confidence ... curiosity - welcome to America, Tata 

RICHARD T R U E m  
AUTOHOTlVE NEWS 
MARCH 31, 2008 - 12:Ol AM ET 
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Tata Motors ratings remain on ... 
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Tata invests 960 million euros... 

"I'm sure Tala makes fine tea, bul any time you take away fmm the 
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end  and  over dealers and customers for up to I 2  montl 

# Erlgiileeiing oppor,unit,cs: 
'Who owns Harrods?' I Roben Bosch t ic 

! Souin Bend !N Unted Slates 
The deal calls for Ford to continue providing financial seivices to Jaguar and Land Rover deaiers and curtomerr for 
the next year, including noorplanning and vehicle loans. Ford also will keep supplying engines, body parts and 
technicai assistance to Jaguar and Land Roveifor at least five years. 

The management team also is expected to stay in piece. Ford spokermsn Tom Hoyt rays nothing is likely to change 
bebeen now and the end of June, when the rale is rcheduled to ciore. 

SO il.8 business as usual at Coiiiei Jaguai in Oftando. Fla, saysdealei principal Mike Coliler, The new XF sedan is 
being launched, and Collier's sales star made iniliai deiivenes ofthe svelle pehrmance sedan last week. Collier says 
no one mentioned the sale to Tata or canceled an order. 

'No one has said a word one way or the other," he says. "I haven't heard anything negative. 

"l1.s like anything else. Who ownr Benltey? Who ownr Rolls-Royce? Who owns Hairods in London7 Has anyone 
queStioned the qualily of the luxury goods at Hanods?" 

Coiiier eays he'$ unconceilled about Jaguar's future because Tala has been s good stewsid for the other brands it has 
bought. Those biands include Teliey Tea and Corvr Steel. the biggest producer of steel in the United Kingdom. 

''The one lhing thal Tsta has done in the par! 15 they have been loyal toexisling management and brand image.' 
Collier says. 

Timeline: Ford's luxury buying spree 
1987: Ford buys luxury sports car make, Artan Martin. 

1989: Ford agrees lo buy Jaguai lor £16 billion. 

1999: Ford buys Volvo Cars for $6.45 billion and includes it in its new Premier Automotive Group 

2000: Ford buys Land Rovei from BMW for £ 1 8  blliion. 

200k  Faid ends Jaguar praduclion atthe spons car makeis Browns Lane faclory in Coventry, Engiand, lo cut costs. 

2007: Ford setis Astan Martin for £479 million to an inveslmentgroup led by Piodnve Chairman David Richards Foid 
hires investment bankers to look into rale of Jaguai and Land Rover. 11 decider to keep Volvo. 

Aufom0ti~e News Europe 

Change of heart 

Ken Garin, Jaguar's dealer council chairman, rays he's lhtilled that the rale has finaliy been announced. Although he 
originally had doubts that Tata would be the best Bt for Jaguar, he since has canceled lhose iesewations. 

'"Tala has shown with the luxury hotels it owns that they know how Lodo it the nght way." says Goiin, owner of The 
Colledion, a group of luxury stores, inciuding Jaguar, in Corai Gables. Fla. "We're 100 percent behind it as a dealer 
coun~il. So far, no cuaomeo have (aired concerns." 

~ a t a  Chairman ~ a l a n  ~ a t a  has promised that Jaguar and Land  over will stay Iwe to lheir hetitage 

Members of the 6.000-strong Jaguar Ciub of Nonh Ametica have been posting comments an their organization's 
message board, st jcna.cam!forums. Many posters are wondeting what the future holds. Some lhink the brand is 
being given another chance. Olhers think the sale means bad thing9 in the future, such as production of Jaguars m 
india. 

In Cone Madera. Caiif., Jaguar and Land Rover deaier Tom Price says he has heard some of his customers express 
concern about the Tala deal. 

"IVS a 30-second conversation when you explain what it wili do for the brands and that the company will still be British." 
says Price 

New York Land Rovei dealer Michael Levitan welcomer news of the sale. "Tala has many lhlngr they can bring to the 
table for us' '  he sayr. 

Levitan lhinks Tata will keep   and Rover production in Britain and preserve the brand's heritage. Tata has never 
'"shown thal they have bought a company and pul a stamp on 11 thal is dinerent from lhe company's heritage." he sayr. 

As forthe impact an the vaiue of Jaguai and Land Rovei franchises, broker Sheldon Sandler sayr il's loo eariy to leti. 

T h e  smoke has to clear before we know which way this is going lo  work out for the dealers." says Sandier, a financial 
adviser and brakeial Be1 Air Partners in Skillman. N.J. The Bim heips auto dealers sell their slores. 

Meanwhile. Kip. the Florida financial pienner, has put on hold plans to replace his XK8 with a new Jag "My next car 
was going to be an xK." he says. "Now I will have to re-eualuate." 

NEXT EUROPEAN MARKET STORY r> AriicleTools 

BMW German unit sales up 6 7 percent 

kzsamba
Highlight

kzsamba
Highlight



What's ahead for British brands? - Automotive News 

Platinum Equity buy of Delphi's steering unit cleared by EU 
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